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Claim Objections 

Claims 33-35 are objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase 
"a shape of arc" should be rewritten. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 13, 14, 16, 18, and 20-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) in view of Kenmochi (JP Pub. 
11-278467). 

Regarding claim 13, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container (fig. 12) comprising: a bag made of a flexible material (fig. 10, #31) and 
configured to store a predetermined substance (para. 0073); a fold, along which the bag 
deforms into a predetermined shape and reduces in volume (fig. 10, between #134b and 
#134c; see fig.8B) due to any one of when external pressure is applied to the bag, when 
internal pressure of the bag reduces, or when volume of the stored substance is 
reduced (para. 0064), the bag having an opening at a lower portion thereof through 
which the stored substance exits the bag (fig. 10, not labeled, bottom tip); and a sheet 
(fig. 10, #134a) having a higher rigidity than the bag (para. 0073 and para. 0071), the 
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sheet being without folds and on a side of the bag which is perpendicular to the opening 
of the bag (see fig.1 0, #1 34a). 

Regarding claim 14, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein the bag is a polyhedral having at least three surfaces, and the fold is 
formed so that one of the three surfaces on which the fold is formed is bent toward an 
inside of the bag (see f ig . 1 0 and 8A). 

Regarding claim 16, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein the sheet is provided on an outer peripheral surface of the bag or 
integral with the bag (fig.11A&11B) and may have holes or recesses therein (fig. 12- 
13C). 

Regarding claim 18, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein: the sheet is configured to assist in deformation of the bag so that the 
bag is reduced in volume by being bent along the fold (fig. 10, #134a, and see 
deformation in fig.8B). 

Regarding claim 20, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein the bag includes two flat portions facing each other (fig. 10, #31 
portion to which #134a is attached and wall opposite thereto), and the sheet is fixed to 
at least one of the two flat portions (fig. 10, #134a on both sides). 

Regarding claim 21, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein the sheet is provided on an outer peripheral surface of the bag 
(fig. 10, see #1 34a on #31). 
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Regarding claim 22, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein the sheet is provided on a largest surface of the bag (fig. 10, see 
#134a on #31). 

Regarding claim 23, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container wherein the sheet is configured so as not to deform the fold due to pressure 
exerted when a user grasps the bag (fig. 10, #134a works with #134b and #134c to not 
add rigidity so that the fold is not deformed). 

Regarding claim 24, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach an image 
forming apparatus (fig. 5) that forms an image on a recording material using a 
consumable substance, comprising: a storage container (fig. 10) includes a bag made of 
a flexible material (fig. 10, #31) and configured to store a substance (para. 0073), the bag 
including a fold along which the bag deforms into a predetermined shape and reduces 
in volume (fig. 10, between #134b and #134c; see fig.8B) due to any one of when 
external pressure is applied to the bag, when internal pressure of the bag reduces, or 
when volume of the stored substance is reduced (para. 0064), the bag having an 
opening at a lower portion thereof through which the stored substance exits the bag 
(fig. 10, not labeled, bottom tip); and a sheet (fig. 10, #134a) having a higher rigidity than 
the bag (para. 0073 and para. 0071 ), the sheet being without folds and on a side of the 
bag which is perpendicular to the opening of the bag (see fig . 1 0, #1 34a). 

Regarding claim 25, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach an image 
forming apparatus wherein the consumable substance is a toner (para. 0073). 
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Regarding claim 30, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container further comprising: the substance which includes toner (para. 0073). 

Regarding claim 31 , Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container (fig. 10) comprising: a bag made of a flexible material (fig. 10, #31) and 
configured to store a substance (para. 0073), the bag including a fold along which the 
bag deforms into a predetermined shape and reduces in volume (fig. 10, between #134b 
and #134c; see fig.8B) due to any one of when external pressure is applied to the bag, 
when internal pressure of the bag reduces, or when volume of the stored substance is 
reduced (para. 0064), the bag having an opening at a lower portion thereof through 
which the stored substance exits the bag (fig. 10, not labeled, bottom tip); and a means 
for keeping the bag flat (fig. 10, #134a), the means having a higher rigidity than the bag 
(para. 0073 and para. 0071 ), the means being without folds and on a side of the bag 
which is perpendicular to the opening of the bag (see fig. 10, #134a). 

Regarding claim 32, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) teach a storage 
container further comprising: the substance which includes toner (para. 0073). 

However, Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) fail to teach a plurality of at least 
one of recesses and holes which are arranged in a line on an outer peripheral surface. 

Regarding claims 13 and 24, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 1 1-278467) teaches a storage 
container (fig. 3) comprising a sheet having a rigidity (fig. 3, #30), the sheet including a 
plurality of at least one of recesses and holes (fig. 3, #42) which are arranged in a line 
on an outer peripheral surface (see fig. 3, #42), are configured to receive fingers of a 
user and are for gripping the storage container (para.0024&0044). 
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Regarding claim 31, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 11-278467) teaches a storage container 
(fig. 3) comprising a means for keeping flat having a rigidity (fig. 3, #30), the means 
including a plurality of at least one of recesses and holes (fig. 3, #42) which are arranged 
in a line on an outer peripheral surface (see fig. 3, #42) and are configured to receive 
fingers of a user and for gripping the storage container (para.0024&0044). 

Regarding claim 16, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 11-278467) teaches a storage container 
wherein the at least one of recesses and holes comprise: holes provided on an outer 
peripheral surface (fig. 3, #42 on outer surface of #30). 

Regarding claim 26, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 1 1-278467) teaches a storage container 
wherein the at least one of recesses and holes comprise: holes which are in front of a 
continuous portion (fig. 3, see location of #42). 

Regarding claim 27, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 11-278467) teaches a storage container 
wherein: the holes are configured to guide a user to a grasp position (para. 0024). 

Regarding claim 28, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 1 1-278467) teaches a storage container 
wherein: the holes comprise at least four holes (see fig. 3, #42; para. 0024). 

Regarding claim 29, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 1 1-278467) teaches a storage container 
wherein: the holes of the sheet consist of exactly eight holes, with four holes at one side 
of the sheet and four holes at an opposite side of the sheet (para. 0024; para. 0051 : 
though not explicitly stated exactly eight holes, four on each side, is both within the 
scope of the reference and optimal since using exactly eight holes would reduce the 
manufacturing cost while ensuring grip for four fingers on each hand). 



Application/Control Number: 10/554,396 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2852 

Regarding claims 33-35, Kenmochi (JP Pub. 11-278467) teaches a storage 
container wherein: the line has a shape of arc (fig.3, #42: several holes form an arc 
shape). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the sheet of Iwata et al. (US Pub. 2003/0012586) by providing grip 
holes as seen in Kenmochi (JP Pub. 11-278467) in order to enable the bag to be safely 
lifted with a decreased risk of dropping it and without relying only on frictional force 
(abstract, problem to be solved). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13, 24, and 30 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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